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Welcome to the Inaugural Issue of The Rosie Report

T

his newsletter will be distributed on a monthly basis to
keep all readers advised of the status of the Ohio Canal
Interceptor Tunnel (OCIT) project. We’ll take a look at
the work completed over the last month, as well as projected
activities for the month ahead.
This newsletter will be available on the Akron
Waterways Renewed! website at akronwaterwaysrenewed.com
under the OCIT tab. If you have questions, concerns,
comments, or would like to be mailed or emailed a copy of this
newsletter each month, please contact the AWR!
Communications team by phone, (330) 375-2949, or by email
at communications@akronwaterwaysrenewed.com.

OCIT-1 site facing North.

City Names Tunnel Boring Machine

A

kron Waterways Renewed!, the City’s initiative to
address combined sewer overflows, announced the
results of a contest for Akron residents to name the
giant Tunnel Boring Machine (TBM) that will excavate the 27
-foot diameter, mile-long tunnel under downtown Akron.
Akron Service Director John Moore said Akron’s
machine will be named “Rosie.” The nomination from Ellet
resident Michael Flynn recognizes Rose May Jacob and the
hundreds of other “Rosies” that worked at Akron’s rubber
factories during World War II, who turned out material and
armaments for the allied effort.
Jacob died in December, 2014 at the age of 88. She
was a junior at Kenmore High School when she began
working at Firestone, where she helped rivet wings for C-47
warplanes.
Goodyear, Firestone and Goodrich recruited people
from Akron high schools to work on the war effort. Rosie (as
her friends called her) Jacob was quick to volunteer, even
though it meant she had to attend school in the mornings and
work an eight-hour shift until late at night.
The desire to help the effort from the home front was
also personal to Jacob, as her two older brothers fought in the
war. Jacob worked at Firestone Aircraft until the war ended in
1945.

Around the world, large tunneling projects have names
for their machines that recognize local icons or the
community’s historic individuals, and according to tunneling
tradition, a TBM cannot start work until it is given a name.
“Since this is the largest construction project in Akron
history, we asked our residents to come up with a name that is
meaningful and one that honors someone who has meant
something to this City,” said Councilman-at-Large Jeff Fusco.
”Rose May Jacob and the hundreds of women war workers
who share the title ‘Rosie the Riveter’ certainly meet that test.”

Groundbreaking at OCIT-1
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Construction Activities
February Construction Activity (See map below)
Work at all three sites has begun, with the most
progress happening at OCIT-1. The land has been cleared and
readied for major work activities to begin. Construction
fencing and monitoring equipment will be installed at all
locations. This equipment will monitor ground movement,
vibration and noise throughout construction. Sheet piles have
been delivered and will be used to temporarily hold back the
earth while additional excavation is done at OCIT-1, to allow
launching the Tunnel Boring Machine (TBM). The TBM will
begin arriving on site this fall, with on-site assembly occurring
during the winter. The mining operation is expected to begin
in March of 2017.
Upcoming Construction Activity
Construction monitoring equipment installation will
continue at all locations. Installation of sheet piles at OCIT-1
will commence. These piles will be pressed into place with a
hydraulic pile machine, which produces significantly less
noise than traditional pile drivers, and virtually eliminates
vibrations. This work is expected to begin as early as March 7,
and could take up to two months to complete. Work in
preparation for construction of drop shafts to provide
connectivity to the tunnel will begin at OCIT-2 and OCIT-3.
Additionally, the Contractor will begin assembly of their Field
Office at the OCIT-1 site.
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Upcoming Event:
2nd Annual Blue Heron Homecoming
Saturday, May 7, 2016
10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
Akron Water Reclamation Facility
2460 Akron Peninsula Rd.
Akron, OH 44313
Want to help out? Sign up
here to volunteer!
www.SignUpGenius.com/go/
20F0B45A5A928A7FA7-awrblue

Additional Information
The contractor, Kenny/Obayashi JV, has chosen The
Robbins Company, a firm headquartered in Solon, Ohio, for
purchase of the TBM. Delivery of TBM components has
commenced and partial assembly will occur at the Solon
location prior to shipment and final assembly at the
construction site. A contract has also been signed for
manufacture of the pre-cast concrete tunnel rings that will be
used to line the inside of the tunnel. The rings will be
manufactured at a facility located in Macedonia, Ohio. The
City has a local hiring goal of 50% and a local participation
goal of 15%.

